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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”—St. JoHNn vir: 16, 17° 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANKLIN D, RICHARDS. 


Tue following discourse was delivered by Elder Franklin D. Richards at 
the General Conference of the Church in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
Sunday October 7, 1894:— 


Beloved hearers, having been absent during the early part of this 
Conference, attending to the funeral of a near relative, I realize that I 
am suffering under a double bereavement by the loss of the precious 
instruction that has been given during the sessions of this Conference. I 
was much cheered to hear President Woodruff this morning say that it 
was one of the best that he had ever attended. I realize by personal 
acquaintance with my brethren of the Presidency and Twelve Apostles 
that in their instructions to you they would be earnest, fervent, full of 
intelligence, and that you would be fed with the bread of life. 


I wish to say, in attestation of the discourse I listened to this morning 
by President George Q. Cannon, that I feel a most hearty concurrence in, 
and sympathy with, the serious importance of the instructions that were 
given to the people. The principles and doctrines of the everlasting 
Gospel, which have been given to us in the years that are past, have 
brought many of the Saints toa period approaching manhood in the Gospel, 
by which we have reason to look for and expect more thorough-going 
and more faithful attention to, and consideration of, the doctrines of the 
Gospel and Priesthood than we could expect years ago. It is true that by 
bringing new members into our gathering they partake, to a greater or 
less degree, of the increased intelligence which the older members possess, 
and this fact renders it all the more important that the older members 
should be living up to the full standard and pattern of their holy faith, 


—_ 


50 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


so that they who came later shall find themselves associating with those 
who are of greater faith, more extended knowledge, and who are able to 
assist them forward in the way of life and godliness. 


It is important for us that we do not permit any of the pernicious 
influences that are working among us, whether from the pretensions of 
false prophets or false christs, or whatever may be imposed upon the 
people publicly or privately, to diminish our strength and faith, in the 
least degree. All these tendencies should serve to arouse in us an 
increasing energy and fidelity, leading us to seek God more and more, that 
we may contend individually and collectively against all these evil 
influences that are brought in among us. We cannot cease our watchful- 
ness; we must not lay down our armor; we are under necessity of 
watching unto prayer constantly. We cannot sit down and take it easy 
in these matters, lest the adversary, in a moment we think not, get 
advantage of us; for although present necessities may not seem to be 
bringing us to a test, there is coming a time when we shall all be brought 
to the standard of measurement and weight, to know whether we bear the 
seal of the everlasting Gospel’s requirements, and are accounted worthy 
for such advancement, for such gifts and blessings, for such trust of 
power and influence, as shall enable us to give proof of our faithfulness. 
There is no time for us to waste in these things; and while we are thus 
delving in the way of life, and are made subject to “booms,” to oppres- 
sions and hard times, as they are called, and to divisions of party 
feelings because of politics, we have great need, in order to stand 
successfully and squarely in all these matters, of that measure of the 
Spirit that shall enable us under every circumstance to act the part of a 
Latter-day Saint, and not, as is sometimes said of us, to act more gentilish 
than the Gentiles themselves. 

It is expected of men who have attained to maturity in life that they 
will accomplish careful, difficult and intricate labors which younger ones 
cannot be empected to do. We are supposed to be so far advanced in the 
knowledge of God, in the power of the Priesthood, and in the understand- 
ing of the truth, that none of these things shall move us. Whether a man 
is of one party or another party, he should understand that what he is 
doing ought to be for the interest of the whole. There should be no 
sectional, narrow-minded contrivances for the benefit of the few to the 
injury of the whole. These are some of the finer works that the Elders 
used anciently to tell us of. We have heard the Presidency in former times 
tell us how that we had to be made very fine and put through the finest 
of screens to become fit for the Master’s use. Now is the time for us to be 
looking to it, to cease all strife and contention and put down everything 
of the kind. There should be nothing allowed in the political arena that 
can hurt the faith of any brother or sister or prevent them from sitting 
down together at the table af the Lord’s supper and partaking of that 
ordinance in the most worthy and acceptable manner. Is this the case 
with us? If it is not, how far are we off from it, and how much work have 
we to do with ourselves to obtain that status and remain there? For be it 
known that unless we maintain the unity of the faith and the fellowship of 
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the Holy Ghost, we are not the Lord’s, neither shall we be able to find Him 
when we shall most need Him. We have to maintain our fellowship with 
the heavens complete, or in a trying hour we may find ourselves without 
God in the world. We have then to be on the alert continually, that no 
spirit, no machination of man or Satan can have power to turn us from the 
right way of the Lord. 


The Lord has very great designs concerning this people, just so fast as 
He can bring us up to realize them. Now, my brethren, when everything 
is quiet and still, and there is no particular demand made of us, we all 
seem to be very much united. But how often is it the case that something 
comes up and we find that we are a revelation to ourselves directly? We 
find within us a spirit or frame of mind different from what we previously 
entertained brought out by something that we had not before experienced. 
We are being made subject to changes and vicissitudes in all the trials of 
life, as much as mortal man and women can be made subject to; and I 
will venture to quote the saying of the Savior in a revelation to us in 
these last days, that all things that can be shaken shall be shaken. Then 
who is he that has got his lamp trimmed and burning? Who is he that 
has got that measure of faith for himself that under every trying circum- 
stance he can go to the Lord and find grace and help in every time of need 
to enable him to conform his feelings, faith and fellowship to the con- 
ditions that surround him? This is a period of revelation. It is a battle 
that is being carried on, not with stee] nor with any carnal weapons, but 
it is the silent, peaceful and powerful work of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts and in the hearts of those whom we can prevail upon to become 
subject to the same, to change us from our naturally selfish inclinations, 
desires and designs into the ways and purposes of the true and living God; 
and the way to do that is that we daily keep His commandments, hearken 
to the words of wisdom, and continually live by every precept that pro- 
ceedeth from the mouth of God. We are yet a great way from the per- 
fection of the Lord. 

I wish the brethren and sisters, the Elders particularly, could be stirred 
up to search the Scriptures and to find out something more of the character 
of the Lord; for if we cannot find Him out personally, we can learn very 
much of His character by reading the sacred word of God that is left for 
us. As we say of one another, “We do not know you personally, but we 
have come to know you by reputation,” so we can learn, in the word of 
God, if we will study it, much of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I wish we had more desire to study these things. I am thankful that this 
disposition is increasing in the Sunday schools, the theological classes, and 
among the Elders, and that they are also studying the principles of our 
church history. Great is the mystery of godliness, said one anciently, and 
it is just as mysterious now. Some men are going nearly crazy over trying 
to reconcile some of the Scriptures. The Apostle Peter said Paul had 
written epistles, “in which are some things hard to be understood.” There 
are scriptures that are difficult to be understood, unless we can obtain the 
light of the Holy Spirit to shine upon our understandings. 

We are apt to read over a great many scriptures just as we walk over 
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‘portions of these valleys and mountains, in which are lying, perhaps 
within a few inches of our feet, treasures of gold, silver and other precious 
metals, and it only needs a little stirring of the soil to find where the great 
deposits of this wealth are, where the rich pockets of gold are treasured 
up, and the veins of silver are waiting to be gathered out. It is so with 
the Scriptures. There are many passages that we read over hastily and 
do not comprehend, which, if we would stop and search other scriptures 
relating to them, we would often find wonderful developments of truth in 
their explanations. In the early days of the Church, the Lord instructed; 
the Elders to meet together and expound His Scriptures to one another, 
that they might comprehend them and be built up in their holy faith 
which they did. 

When the Savior was upon the earth and had His Apostles with Him, 
there were some that adhered very closely to Him. They learned things 
of Him which other did not get, or if they did they have not left them on 
record for us. John, the beloved disciple, continued much with the Savior. 
He was very fond of being in His company. At the last supper he sat 
next to Him, and laid his head upon His breast. The Lord was fond of 
him, insomuch that he was called the beloved disciple, and he, being 
familiar with the Savior, obtained many precious items of revelation, 
choice sayings and parables that the others did not get. The evangelists 
Matthew and Mark wrote many things that the Savior and other brethren 
did, but there were some things omitted by them which are contained in 
Luke’s and more particularly in John’s writings. Indeed so strong and 
mutual were their attachments that when the Savior was about to leave 
the earth He gave John the insuperable blessing that he should not die, 
but that he should tarry till He, Christ, should come. History tells us 
that John was placed in a caldron of boiling oil and came out unhurt. We 
have no authentic account of his death or burial. The Savior said: “If I 
will that he tarry till 1 come, what is it to thee?” When he wasa prisoner 
on the Isle of Patmos, working in the mines, he received the wonderful 
revelation, contained in the Bible, in which he saw a character riding 
upon a white horse, and his name was “The Word of God.” (Rev. xix: 13.) 
In writing his Gospel and giving some account of this being, John says: 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was 
made. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” 


This is the description of the coming of the Savior in the flesh. This 
character in the beginning was the One by whom the world was created. 
“Without Him was not any thing made that was made.” Before he was 
tabernacled in the flesh He did His mighty works in creating the earth 
with all its inhabitants, fish, fowl, beast and man; teaching Enoch to 
build a city, then translating it for him and his people. He destroyed the 
wicked with a flood; established Noah and his race, then educated a 
righteous — delivered them from oppression by miraculous provi- 
dences through the Red Sea and made them a powerful nation. Mos 
whom Jehovah had employed to do so many of his wondrous works, ask 
the Lord to show him concerning “this Heaven and this earth.” 


[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


THe Cheltenham Conference was held in the Old Wells Assembly 
Rooms, St. George’s Place, Cheltenham, on Sunday, January 13, 1895 
Meetings convened at 10.30 a.m., and 3 and 6.30 p.m. 

There were present Anthon H. Lund, President of the European 
Mission ; J. B. Patterson, President of the Birmingham Conference ; John 
J. James, President of, and Charles Williams, William Taylor, A. V. 
Huish, Thomas 8. Newman, William F. Pratt, James Tucker, Charles W 
Robins, Joseph Barker, and Louis Bringhurst, Traveling Elders in, the 
Cheltenham Conference. 

Elders Williams, Bringhurst, Tucker, and Pratt spoke upon the first 
principles of the Gospel in the morning meeting. At the afternoon ses- 
sion the authorities of the Church, both general and local were presented 
and unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report, and the report of the labors for the six months 
ending Jan. 13, 1895, were as follows :—Seventies, 10; Elders, 15; 
Priests, 1; Deacons, 1; members, 88; total, 115. Tracts dispensed, 
46,058 ; house visits, 17,537; books given away, 27; books loaned, 275 ; 
books sold, 42 ; Gospel conversations, 945 ; in-door meetings, 119 ; open-air 
meetings, 3; Sunday School sessions, 26. Baptisms, 3 ; Confirmations, 3 ; 
children blessed, 4; emigrated over eight years old, 3; emigrated under 
eight years old, 1 ; deaths, 2. 

President Lund then exhorted the Saints to consider the sacredness of 
the covenants they had made to sustain the officers placed over them, and 
desired them to be united in the cause of truth. Elder Robins spoke on 
the Holy Ghost. 

The evening meeting was occupied by Elders Patterson and Lund, the 
former speaking on the belief of the Latter-Day Saints, and the latter 
taking for his subject the Atonement. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, in which the 
Elders reported their labors and expressed themselves as feeling well in 
their work. They received instructions suitable for their future guidance, 

JOSEPH BarKER, Conference Clerk. 


DESCRIPTION OF EARLY UTAH AND SALT LAKE CITY 


The January Pathfinder issued by the Union Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, gives the following pen picture of the growth and continued pro- 
gress of Salt Lake City. 

Since the first pioneer trod the valleys of what is now the Territory of 
Utah, Salt Lake City has been her commercial and social center. To the 
last syllable of recorded time, under whatever conditions, Salt Lake City 
will continue to be the commercial and social center of the Territory} 
Many reasons conspire to confirm this as a fact. 


Viewed as Salt Lake City now presents herself to the stranger's eye, no 
conception can be had of the utter desolation that brooded over these 
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valleys when, in 1847, the pioneer band reached its final halting place. 
The greater part of the pioneers first gazed on the great Salt Lake, the 
Dead Sea of America, on the 24th day of July of the year named. 


The story of the development of Utah is a record of severe but unfalter- 
ing work, of privations, and all the ills that follow necessarily, an isolation 
of 1,000 miles from the furthermost outposts of civilization. The tale of 
one city is practically the tale of all. The departure that led to these 
barren wastes was not from well worn paths into those that were known 
but indifferently. It was an utter abandonment of all traveled ways. It 
was launching upon a desert as wide, as inhospitable, as unknown as the 
great waters before the skiil of man had sounded their depths, measured 
their distances, and marked out a way by which the traveler could tell 
with unerring certainty where he was. 


Salt Lake City was the pioneer of the great West, and growing out of 
her existence, directly and because of her, have been the civilization and 
development of the entire inter-mountain region. Not that the section 
would have remained forever desolate but for her, but certainly that its 
settlement would have been indefinitely delayed. Her importance as an ad- 
vance guard, as inducing the habitation of the great West by proving that 
it was habitable, as a great factor in its civilization, cannot be denied; 
and, as the years grow older, it becomes more unmistakably evident that 
she is naturally and geographically in a position to command commercially 
the allegiance that she is entitled to as the author of inter-mountain 
business and social civilization. Another reason for this prominence is 
largely due to its early settlement prior to the discovery of gold in 
California; and the peculiar views of the founders of the city drew upon 
them the attention of all classes. But these people made the desert 
blossom, and transformed the great valley into a garden. The cardinal 
maxim of the Mormon creed is agriculture, and while the tilling of the 
soil has been carried on so strenuously all these years mining has not been 
followed. The development of the mines in Utah has been principally 
the work of the Gentiles, and its mineral wealth at this time is largely 
controlled by them. 


WHAT A STRANGER SAW. 


A visitor to Salt Lake City has the following to say regarding her 
attendance at religious services in one of the churches and afterwards in 
the Tabernacle: 


“In the evening, I went to one of the largest churches, my own church 
at home, and naturally noticed everything, because it was my first visit 
and I looked upon the place as my church home. The congregation 
impressed me immediately as a body of refined, cultivated people, fully 
equal in intelligence to the congregation of any large city church I had 
ever known. There were evidences of wealth, of social opportunities that 
suprised me with my Eastern notion of Western life. It was a matter of 
congratulation that my lot was to be cast with them. 
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“The sermon justified the large attendance, and was just such a 
scholarly, eloquent address as one would expect ‘such a gathering to 
demand. It happened that the text was missionary in its spirit; an 
exhortation to the worshipers to go out and invite strangers to join them, 
to be at home among them. As a comparative stranger myself, the 
hospitable tone of the sermon was very welcome, and I congratulated 
myself in having found the right place, the right people, and my kind 
of a preacher. 


“All through the service I occupied a pew with a family—father, 
mother and boys—and felt a little aggrieved that no touch of welcome 
showed itself in their bearing. I found a hymn-book myself, hunted up 
the number and had the book myself, feeling all the while as though my 
presence were an intrusion. 


“When the service was over and the congregation broke up, I rather 
expected some one to make some inquiry as to my,whereabouts—I was so 
evidently a stranger—but I left the church without a sign of recognition, 
and went home wondering whether the sermon really had reached its 
mark, or whether those who heard it had made any personal application 
of its meaning. 


“Tn the afternoon I went to the Tabernacle, as new-comers do, with my 
eyes wide open to the novelty of everything. After the morning’s 
experience | was prepared for almost anything cool or indifferent in the 
way of a reception, but 1 was disappointed. In the same seat was a young 
man of the solid middle class. Evidently he was embarrassed, and just as 
evidently he felt it a duty to welcome ‘the stranger within gates.’ His 
clothes were plain but extremely neat, his necktie was the least bit gaudy, 
his face showed that his work was out of doors, and his hands were large 
and red, but scrupulously scrubbed. 


“ He spoke to me apologetically, and asked if I had ever been to the 
Tabernacle before. When I told him I had not he told me who the leaders 
of the church were, described the ambition and final success of the 
shepherd boy who had organized the great choir, and made an interna- 
tional reputation for it by his labor. Then we found the hymns, and, 
later, when opportunity offered, explained the church organization in 
outline. 


“The story of the choir-leader’s life aloneJ would have made the visit 
memorable, but when it was associated with the struggles of the pioneers 
as this earnest, plain man of the people told it, the narrative became 
almost fascinating. 


“ When it was over and I was going home again, I could not help think- 
ing that perhaps the measure by works would have given the Tabernacle 
the great advantage. Something must be wrong in one church and some- 
thing must be right in the other, when the_results are so different.” 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 1895. 


LOVE AND FORGIVENESS. 


In St. Mark’s Gospel it is related that a certain man came to Jesus and 
asked him which was the first commandment of all. The answer given 
was: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the 
first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater 
than these.” Mark xii: 30, 31. We read also that Christ spoke the 
following when preaching His sermon on the mount: “Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefully use you and persecute you.” Matt. v: 44. 

These doctrines sounded very strange in the ears of the Jews who had 
been taught for generations that it was right for them to resent and 
revenge private injuries. Thedisciples were now called upon to cast away 
their traditions and adopt as their standard of life the rule of overcoming 
evil with good. They doubtless thought that it was impossible for men 
to live according to these teachings of the Savior. Any one who has 
reflected seriously on these injunctions and tested them will conclude that 
Jesus was right in saying that they were the greatest commandments. It 
is not impossible to obey them, though at times this seems very hard ; 
God does not require of His children things that they cannot perform, if 
they will but seek Him for assistance. Yet how few there are who learn 
to love their neighbor as themselves, and to Jove their enemies; men may 
practice many of the principles of the Gospel and still be deficient in 
obeying these commandments. The Apostles James and John had not 
overcome their previous training sufficiently when they asked for 
permission to call down fire from heaven on a city of the Samaritans 
because its inhabitants had not received Jesus. He forbade them, however, 
saying he came not to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 


It is doubtful if any other man having the same power given him which 
the Savior possessed could have used it wisely on all occasions, especially 
if he were called to pass through similar circumstances and endure the 
same trials. 

Perhaps the best and surest way for a man to obtain a love for his 
neighbors and enemies is to begin a strict self-examination regarding his 
own standing before his Heavenly Father; by doing this he will find 
many instances wherein he is lacking and how much he himself is in need 
of mercy and forgiveness from above. He will become anxious to obtain 
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forgiveness for his sins; but this he can not obtain without forgiving 
others. “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass 
against us,” is the way in which Jesus taught His disciples to pray; and 
He said: “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.” The thoughts of these conditions of 
obtaining a reconciliation with the Lord will bring a man to that frame 
of mind where he is willing to forgive those who have wronged him. This 
being done, it is impossible to hate his neighbor; as long as hate remains 
in @ person’s breast there is not a genuine forgiveness of his brother’s 
trespasses. 

The Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Book of Doctrine and Coven- 
ants, abound in references to this principle of obtaining forgiveness 
through love. The man who came to Jesus as before referred to sanc- 
tioned what He said as to the greatness of the commandments, and Jesus 
told him he was not far from the kingdom of God. The feeling of love 
begets charity, which Paul places before all other gifts; by charity he means 
something more than merely giving goods to the poor; he wishes to 
impress the idea upon the mind that charity is of more importance than 
prophecy, knowledge, faith, or sacrifice. “Charity never faileth,” prophe- 
cies might fail, tongues cease, and knowledge vanish away. Moroni says 
that charity is the pure love of Christ, and St. John says that a man can 
not love God and hate his brother. The command is that we forgive all 
men; God forgives whomsoever He will, but we have not that prerogative. 
Unless we can bring ourselves to do this, we are not fully prepared to 
receive pardon for our own trangressions. 


The Elders while preaching the Gospel often meet with rebuffs and even 
insults which would anger men in the ordinary walks of life, yet they 
remember the Savior's injunction to return good for evil. In this way 
they obtain a claim upon the Spirit of God, that enables them to overcome 
all feelings of resentment. They pity their maligners instead of condemn- 
ing them, and rejoice in tribulation for the Gospel’s sake; they desire to 
see all men turn unto the Lord and would be glad, if it were possible, to 
take their persecutors by the hand and be able to call them brothers as 
did the ancient Saints with Paul. They are working for salvation which 
they know requires them to forgive their brother’s trespasses, love their 
neighbors, pray for their enemies, and exercise charity for all mankind. 

B. 


Arrivals.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per 
American Line Steamer Kensington on January 22, 1895:—For the British 
Mission: W.S. Lamareaux of Logan; for the Swiss and German mission, 
Charles W. Rogers and Brigham T. Cannon of Salt Lake City; Homer F, 
Bushman of St. Joseph, Arizona. The journey and voyage were without 
special incident. Those for the continent proceeded on their journey on 
January 23. 


APpPoINTMENT.—Elder W. 8S. Lamareaux has been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elder in the Birmigham Conference. 
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TEMPLE MANIFESTIONS. 


8ST. GEORGE AND MANTI TEMPLES. 


On the lst of January, 1877, President Brigham Young, the Apostles 
Wilford Woodruff, Erastus Snow and Brigham Young, Jr., with two 
thousand or more Saints, assembled within the St. {George Temple, for 
the purpose of dedicating certain portions of it unto God, that we might 
be prepared to commence giving endowments, sealings and other blessings 
unto the Saints. At 12.30 o'clock, Apostle, now President Wilford 
Woodruff, stood on the upper steps of the font and called the attention of 
the people, and said: “ We are this day blessed with the privilege that 
but few since the days of Adam have ever enjoyed. But few of the sons 
of Adam have ever had the privilege of entering into a temple built by 
the commandment of God, in which to administer ordinances both for the 
living and the dead. We have now assembled to dedicate portions of this 
Temple unto God ; and I have a request to make of all the Saints who are 
present, and I suppose all who are, profess to be Saints, for none others 
should be here. I realize that this assembly cannot bow the knee in their 
crowded condition, but you can bow your heads and your hearts before 
God, and this I want you to do this day. And the words of those who 
offer up prayers in the dedication of this Temple, I want repeated in 
secret by this assembly before the Lord, that our prayers may ascend unto 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, that they may be answered upon our 
heads. The Saints do not prize, as they should, the blessings they enjoy.” 

“The Spirit of God like a fire is burning,” was sung. 

Apostle Erastus Snow announced that Elder Wilford Woodruff would 
offer the dedicatory prayer. President Woodruff kueeling on on the upper 
steps of the font, offered the prayer of dedication. 


We did bow our heads and hearts—our whole being was mellowed by 
the Holy Spirit, and the occasion that brought us together. A few words 
of that prayer will be in place here : 


“O God, our Heavenly Father, Father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Thou Who hast created the Heavens, the earth, the seas and fountains of 
living waters, and all things that dwell therein. Accept the gratitude of 
our hearts and the thanksgiving of Thy people, that Thou hast preserved 
our lives, to again enter into another Temple, which has been built by Thy 
Saints in these valleys of the mountains, in which to organize the Holy 
Priesthood, and to administer the ordinances of the Gospel of the Son of 
God, both for the living and the dead. Oh, our God, we Thy sons and 
daughters have assembled together in the name of Thy Son Jesus Christ, 
within the walls of this Temple this day for the purpose of dedicating and 
consecrating a portion of this House unto the Lord our God, that it may 
be holy and acceptable in Thy sight. May the prayers of Thy people 
ascend unto Thine ears, O Lord, and be heard and answered upon their 
heads.” 

And also a small portion of the dedication prayer offered by Apostle 
Erastus Snow on that day : 
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“OQ God, our Eternal Father, Creator of all things ; who raised 
up the Prophet Joseph Smith to organize the Holy Priesthood 
after the order of Thy Son, and laid the foundation of Zion, and estab- 
lished Thy Church and Kingdom among men upon earth. We Thy ser- 
vants and people appear before Thee in this Holy House, which we have 
built unto Thy name, and stretch forth our hands unto Thee, Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and in His name we beseech Thee to hear the 
prayer which has been offered up in the font room of this House, and 
answer it upon this House and people. We implore Thy blessings upon 
this people and upon this House, which we dedicate and consecrate nnto the 
Most High. This room especially we hallow unto Thee, and beseech Thee 
to accept it as the offering of Thy people, and sanctify it to their use for 
sacred and holy purposes, and to Thine own Glory.” 


Also a few words from the prayer of Apostle Brigham Young, Jr. : 


“Oh, Lord, God of Israel ; Thou who showest mercy nnto those who walk 
uprightly before Thee according to the light in them. To Thee we bow in 
humble reverence, and call upon Thy holy name on this occasion of dedica- 
ting portions of this Temple, erected for Holy purposes, dispensing the or- 
dinances of Thy House unto this generation, their progenitors and posterity. 
Hear and answer the prayers offered up by Thine Apostles Wilford 
Woodruff and Erastus Snow, that they may penetrate the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth, that the blessings of God may rest upon and in this building, 
from the foundation to the towers thereof. And now, our Father, we have 
assembled in this upper room, wherein we anticipate performing the 
ordinances of sealing woman to man, children to their parents, and man 
to his fellow-man, that the line may reach unto Heaven, Thy dwelling 
place, And when we attain to that happy state and rise with the just in 
the morning of the first resurrection, that we may legally claim the rela- 
tionship of husbands and wives, parents and children, and be crowned 
sons and daughters of God, and joint heirs with Jesus, our elder Brother.” 

During the week following the dedicatory services we were busy fitting 
up for baptisms and other ordinance work. At the opening baptismal 
day, some were baptized for their health and received blessings. Others 
were anointed with consecrated oil, and by the laying on of hands, were 
healed, and this spirit and these blessings have been manifested in that 
holy House from the beginning. Quite a number have sent letters and 
telegrams to us from all parts of the country, to be prayed for, and some 
who have been healed have so informed us by letter. President Angus 
M. Cannon, of Salt Lake City, and others can testify of the power of God 
here manifested. 

Sister Stephens, of Shonesburg, who had been an invalid for years, re- 
ceived great blessings in that sacred place. 


Father Yardley, living in Beaver, had lost his hearing. He was baptized 
in the St. George Temple and confirmed by Elder David H. Cannon. His 
hearing was fully restored. 


Brother Joseph Hammond, of St. George, had very bad eyes. He came 
to us and we anointed them. His eyes were healed and made strong again 
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There are thousands of people who can testify to the power of God 
made manifest in His holy House, according to the prayers of His ser- 
vants who bore the Holy Priesthood. | 

President Brigham Young was very sick at the time of the dedication. 
He could not walk nor stand upon his feet, and had to be carried in a 
chair by four of the brethren through the House up and down stairs. 
When he entered the lower main room, he walked into the stand and spoke 
to the vast multitude. His words were comforting to the faithful, but 
terrible to the evil-doer. The spirit was very sharp at times and seemed 
as though our lives and deeds were laid bare before us. At that time he 
left his marks upon the stand as he brought his little knotty cane down 
upon it. We have never removed them. 

In the Manti Temple the power of God was also manifested to a great 
degree. I was present at the dedicatory service. At the opening meet- 
ing in the upper main room I heard what seemed to be a choir singing. 
The music was heavenly. I asked a brother on my left if there were any 
serenaders outside. He said he knew of none. The sound came at first 
from the direction of the south-east corner, and while President Lorenzo 
Snow was speaking from the upper stand it seemed to be behind and 
almost over him. I was thrilled with the music, the words I could not 


understand; the harmony was perfect. Isaid to myself: “If Brother 
Snow heard that music he would not speak now.” 


Many persons have been healed of their ailments and infimities in this 
Temple, and have realized to a fulness the promises made to them by the 
servants of the Lord acting in His name and in the authority of the Holy 
Priesthood. 

Sister Honorine Matilda Anderson was told by the doctors that she 
could never give birth to a living child, two having been taken from her 
with instruments. She came to the Manti Temple on the twenty-sixth of 
March 1894, and, was anointed ee apogee | to her confinement. She was 
promised that she should give birth toa living child. On the fourteenth 
of June, she gave birth with but little pain to a fine daughter, weighin 
eleven and a half pounds. It will be in place here to repeat the words o 
Sister Helena Madsen of Gunnison, who writes in relation to this matter: 
“This precious testimony of the mercy and power of our Heavenly Father 
will undoubtedly strengthen the faith of many.” Sister A. and her 
beautiful baby have enjoyed the most perfect health all along. 


JoHN D. T. McALLIsTeR rin Contributor. 


FROM AN AUSTRALIAN MISSIONARY. 


THE Deseret News publishes the following from Elder A. J. Ridges, who is 
labouring as a missionary in Australia :— 

It is with feelings of great respect that I enjoy the privilege of giving 
you a short account of our missionary work in this beautiful country, and 
my travels since [ left our dear mountain home, the brightest spot on the 
face of this fair earth. 

On the 12th of August, 1893, in company with Elders Johnson and 
Brimley, I left Salt Lake City ; arriving in San Francisco safe, we spent 
three days in taking in the sights and scenes of that great and beautiful 
cit On the 18th we boarded the old Monowai. Here we met three more 
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Elders. We passed through Golden Gate about 5 o’clock, and mounted 
the waves of the great Pacific and took a farewell look at our dear 
America, “ the land of the free and the home of the brave.” The weather 
soon became foggy and we did not see the sun for about three days. 
Everything was pleasant; the officers were gentlemen, the crew polite, the 
passengers lively, the water smooth, and the ship perfect.. We had con- 
certs and contests for prizes, and the Elders were in the front for both. 

We arrived in Honolulu August 25th at 10 a.m. We met Brother Fisher, 
of Utah and a number of native brethren and sisters, all of whom were 
glad to see us and made us welcome. They took us to see their nice little 
meeting house and the sights of their flowery city. This can well be called 
the Garden of the Pacific, for it is a paradise on the water. 

We left two of our brethren here and set sail at 2 p.m. The voyage 
continued to be very smooth and pleasant. We arrived in Apia Sept. lst 
at 10 a.m. . Here we met a number of our brethren who were performing 
missions on these Islands. They looked fine, and a credit to our people 
We took on large quantities of tropical fruit, saw the wrecks of the old 
war vessels, left one of our brethren here, and set sail again at 2 p.m 

All went well, and we arrived in Auckland September 7th at 9 a.m 
We stayed here for a few hours, and then I bade Brothers Johnson and 
Young good-bye, and turned my face towards Australia, the last one left 
of our company. | 

I arrived in Sydney September 11th at 9 a.m., a stranger in a strange 
land. 1 left Sydney, September 13th at 6 p.m. on the S.S. Barcoo for 
Brisbane. I labored with Elder Burton here about three months, and 
was called back to Sydney to meet a company of Elders. From this com- 
pany Elders Ellis P. Pond and Mrs. Pond went to Tasmania, Elder Bodily 
went to Brisbane, and Elder G. W. Lewis and I set sail for Melbourne, 
arriving here on Christmas Eve in a pouring rain. From here we sailed to 
Portland ; traveled back in the country one hundred miles, visited what 
few Saints there are here, who are very anxious to get to Utah. From 
here we went back to Melbourne and commenced our labors by holding 
meetings in Sister Brown’s house in Foots Cray, and tracting South 
Melbourne. The people took our tracts and were in a good many instances 
glad to see us, and they said they thought we were right. We have good 
prospects for doing some baptizing. But our labors were soon curtailed 
for the want of more tracts. President Gardner requested me to come 
back to Sydney and meet a company of Elders and help them to cantinue 
their journey. I had always had a great desire to open up the Gospel in 
Sydney, knowing that my father and mother received the light of truth 
and went down into the waters of baptism there. And through this 
baptism stands that great organ in the west end of our beautiful 
Tabernacle, chiming out anthems of praise to our Father in Heaven and 
filling the hearts of thousands of faithful Latter-Day Saints with joy and 
gratitude for the goodness of God towards them, and will forever stand a 
golden monument to the honor of Joseph H. Ridges. 

In my travels through Australia I find the people anxious to receive the 
truth, but they have been priest-ridden so long, and so well schooled in 
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trash-like works that it takes time and labor to show them who has the 
truth and what it is. There are thousands of people here that never 
heard the name of Latter-Day Saints, nor knew that they taught the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in its power and purity as it was taught by our Lord and 
Savior. There are hundreds of cities in Australia that never heard the 
yoice nor saw the foot-print of a man holding the holy Priesthood, so you 
see what there is to do; and I think there age bright days in the near 
future for this fair land. There are four millions of people here and eight 
Elders to preach the Gospel to them. I hope the time is close at hand 
when this will be a mission to itself including Tasmania, with one of our 
leading brethren as President and two hundred missionaries at his com- 
mand. It is a splendid country for young men with their wives, for in 
many instances these can preach the Gospel better than wecan. It isa 
good climate for women. They all say they have much better health here 
than in the old country. The rent of good houses is very low, provisions 
are very cheap, a two pound loaf of bread 2d, good steak 2d pound, pine 
apples 3d each, bananas 6d dozen, grapes 1d pound, oranges ld a dozen» 
sugar 16s a cwt, and the best of clothing for men and women half the 
price it is in Salt Lake City. These are retail prices. The schools 
here are crowded with beautiful children, which speaks volumes for 
the people. This country is full of good men and women eager to 
receive the truth, but their minds are so bitterly poisoned and full of 
prejudice through priestcraft that it will take the Spirit and power of 
God to convince them that the Gospel is restored to the earth through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. The power rests with the priesthood of 
God, and wherever they go it is felt, and I am sure with their united 
efforts they can burst the bonds of religious tyranny, and bring down 
the light of the new and everlasting covenant of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ on this fair land. Therefore said He unto them, “The harvest 
truly is great but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.” The 
country has the greatest religious freedom ; life and property are pro- 
tected with a rigid law. We find some people here that have heard the 
Gospel in the old country and have read the Book of Mormon. We 
found one man that had a Book of Mormon, first edition with Joseph 
Smith’s handwriting in it. We could not buy if of him. We also find 
some whose parents belonged to the Church. It may be interesting to 
our brethren who have labored in Australia and borne the burden and 
the heat of the day, and have many times been disheartened and dis- 
couraged because they could see no results from their efforts, to know 
that their labors have been like bread cast upon the waters, seen and 
taken up after many days, and that ten persons have accepted the 
truth and been led down into the waters of baptism in Brisbane. 

We have a splendid time tracting. The people in most instances are glad 
to read our church works. Little do we know when we are tracting from 
house to house, and with reluctance and fear walk through these beauti- 
ful parks filled with every flower that grows underneath the sun, and 
would put your Golden Gate Park in the shade, and with hesitating 
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hand we touch the electric bell on the door of a fine mansion, whom we 
are going to meet; for we are often asked to call on them again and 
teach them the Gospel. 


Yesterday (Sunday) we dined with Captain Gipps, nominee for Parlia- 
ment, and were invited to come to his house whenever we wished. We 
blessed and named a fine baby, and have two more to bless, and 
prospects for baptisms are very favorable. The principal way we can 
preach the Gospel to this people and remove the prejudice from their 
hearts is to live among and associate with them and show them that we 
are in every way their peers. So you see an Elder with his family. would 
have a splendid opportunity in this way. The Elders should load them- 
selves down with Church works and tracts (and don’t bring clothing to 
this country), such as Spencer’s Letters, Orson Pratt’s works, Robert’s last 
edition of the Gospel, Voice of Warning, the Latter-Day Saints, &c. The 
“City of the Saints” is the best book the Elder has to introduce himself 
with, but it should be enlarged, more history of the Church, more views, 
more photos of the priesthood. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


A Gold and copper ledge, ore four feet in width, has been discovered in granite and lime 
formation, about nine miles southwest of Kanosh. It assays in gold $48, silver 34 ounces, 
copper 123 per cent. 


The joint city and county building was formally opened and dedicated at Salt Lake 
City on December 28, President Wilford Woodruff offering the dedicatory prayer. The 
building is one of the finest of its kind in the west. 


George W. Crocheron of Bountiful has invented an apparatus which it is claimed will 
relieve cattle from the dangerous bloat caused by eating green lucern and clover. If it 
works successfully it will save a great many animals from dying. 


Nathan Davis formerly Bishop of the Seventeenth Ward, and for many years master 
mechanic of the public works located on the Temple block died at his home in Salt Lake 
City, December 29, aged 82 years. He was a patriarch at the time of his death. 


Arrangements are being made to publish a second edition of a work called ‘Irrigation 
in Utah.” The first edition caused much favorable comment, and has assisted in turning 
the attention of several neighboring states to the system of irrigation adopted in Utah. 


John C. Murdock a well known resident of the Territory was found dead at Fort 
McCammon in Idaho, on December 23. It is supposed that he died of pneumonia, 
induced by exposure, as he had lately been caring for cattle near Blackfoot. He was a 
brother-in-law to Hon. P. T. Farnsworth. 


Peter Norton, of Nephi, left his team in the street m charge of his little boy for a few 
minutes. While he was away the team took fright and commenced running away. He 
started after it but had gone only a short distance when he staggered and fell, dying 
almost immediately. Heart failure is said to be cause of death. 

The heira of J. M. Whitmore of Pipe Springs, Kane County, have been awarded 
$22,000 by the Court of Claims, at Washington, for depredations committed by the 
Navajo Indians in 1866. Mr. Whitmore was killed in 1866, and a large number of his cattle 
were driven off. There are said to be about two hundred other claims based on similar 
grounds by different persons for various amounts, 
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